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SUB J : ILO - KEY IMEC COUNTRIES TO SEEK LEGAL OPINION ON EX- 
TENDING 2- YEAR DEADLINE ON NOTICES OF WITHDRAWAL 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE CANADIAN MISSION, UPON 
INSTRUCTIONS FROM OTTAWA, WILL SEEK AN OPINION FROM 
THE ILO LEGAL ADVISOR WITH RESPECT TO WHETHER THE 
DEADLINE OF A NOTICE OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
ILO CAN BE EXTENDED BEYOND TWO YEARS. THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 
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HAVE INSTRUCTED THEIR MISSIONS HERE TO JOIN THE 
CANADIANS IN REQUESTING SUCH AN OPINION AND WE 
UNDERSTAND THAT THE GOVERNMENTS OF THE NINE ARE 
EXPECTED SHORTLY TO INSTRUCT THEIR MISSIONS TO 
ASSOCIATE THEMSELVES WITH SUCH A REQUEST AS WELL. 

IT NOW APPEARS THAT A FORMAL LETTER WILL PROBABLY 
GO FROM THE CANADIAN AMBASSADOR TO THE ILO BY 
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TOMORROW, AUGUST 17. 

2. ASSUMING THAT SUCH A REQEST WILL BE FORMALIZED. 

WE ANTICIPATE THAT THE LEGAL ADVISOR'S RESPONSE WILL BE 
STRONGLY IN THE AFFIRMATIVE, THAT IS, THAT A TWO-YEAR 
NOTICE OF INTENT CAN INDEED BE EXTENDED. THE CANADIANS 
TELL US THAT, ON THIS BASIS, WE MAY EXPECT THAT A NUMBER 
OF GOVERNMENTS WILL BE MAKING FORMAL REPRESENTATIONS AT 
THE HIGHEST LEVEL ASKING PRESIDENT CARTER TO EXTEND THE 
USG’S NOTICE OF INTENT TO WITHDRAW FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL YEAR. THIS COURSE, THEY BELIEVE, WOULD NOT 
ONLY STRENGTHEN OUR OWN CREDIBILITY WITH RESPECT TO OUR 
INTENTIONS TOWARDS THE ILO, BUT WOULD IMMEASURABLY 
STRENGTHEN IMEC S HANDS AS THEY UNDERTAKE OVER THE 
NEXT YEAR THE TASK OF REFORMING THE ORGANIZATION.SOREONSON 
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